R. . Heap and J. Hammond, Jr Total unconjugated oestrogens were measured by radioimmunoassay (Challis et al., 1971) .
Text-figure 1 (a) shows that the concentration of progesterone in the plasma of pregnant and pseudopregnant ferrets was similar at various times after mating. The (Challis, Harrison & Heap, 1973) .
The temporal pattern of progesterone levels in pregnant and pseudo¬ pregnant ferrets (Text- fig. 1 b) The results confirm and extend previous observations that the functional activity of the CL of the ferret is similar in pregnancy and pseudopregnancy (Carlson & Rust, 1969) . Progesterone concentrations in peripheral plasma frequently reflect the secretory activity of the CL in those species in which an extra-ovarian source of secretion is negligible. However, in species which produce progesterone-binding globulin (PBG), such as the pregnant guinea-pig and other hystricomorph rodents, the clearance rate of progesterone is reduced and peripheral plasma concentration is increased (Heap & Illingworth, 1974) . No evidence has been found of PBG in pregnant or pseudopregnant ferrets.
The pattern of plasma progesterone levels in the ferret is similar to that in the dog (Christie, Bell, Horth & Palmer, 1971; Parkes, Bell & Christie, 1972) , the mink, Mustela vison (Moller, 1973a) , and the blue fox, Alopex lagopus (Moller, 1973b) 
